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Sexual abuse
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The aim of the workshop is to provide
working definitions of child and adoles-
cent sexual abuse for social workers and
psychologists involved with children and
families. The assessment is based on the
Childhood Experience of Care and

abuse interview (CECA) -
Workshop timetable
9.30 Coffee
10.00 Introductions
10.15 Research Findings on sexual abuse in
childhood.
11.00 Coffee break
11.15 Measuring sexual abuse-

Interview questions and rating severity

12.15 Rating vignettes of sexual abuse

1.00-2.00 LUNCH BREAK

2.00 Police guidelines for interview child
victims (ABE).

2.45 Impact of sexual abuse on children

3.15 Assessing sexual abuse—practice
implications

4.00 Finish

Contact: Natasa.Blagojevic@rhul.ac.uk
tel. 020 7307 8619
www.cecainterview.com

a standardised interview and scoring
measure developed in research work on
childhood malireatment in relation to
mental health outcomes.

The workshop will examine research on
sexual abuse in relation to family
context, and relationship to perpetrator.
Case material will be used to illustrate
interviewing and scoring procedures.
Attendees will practice scoring the
severity of different examples of abusive
incidents to gain reliabiity.

The workshop will explore definitions of
sexual abuse (eg age of victim and
perpetrator, degree of sexual contact,
witnessing of sexual activity, relationship
to perpetrator) as well as issues around
disclosure (support or negative re-
sponse). The ovelap of sexual abuse with
physical aftacks and psychological
abuse will be discussed. Assessment and
analysis of sexual abuse in practice con-
texts will be discussed.

Workshop leaders will include Prof
Antonia Bifulco (director of the Lifespan
Research Group and designer of the
CECA), Geraldine Thomas child
psychotherapist and expert on assessing
malireatment in children, Dr Julia
Davidson, criminologist and expert on
police guidelines for interviewing victims,
and Sue Skrobanski, lecturer on child
protection and freelance trainer in
standardised assessment tools in child
protection.
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